WASHINGTON POST 0 

AND TIMES HERALD / CO : CctiyTUL > 

Approved For Release 2004/12/17 : CIA-RDP75-Qai49R0007001 40053-5 

JAN 1 2 1965 ^ I'a'ItuUr, 


-ffXS: - v 

C/Z? /-of 


K , . 


QUx 


■Russell Lays ,j 
msse 


By Warren Unna 

Washington Post Stuff Writer 

Chairman Richard B. Rus- 
sell (D-Ga.) of the Senate 
Armed Services ■ Committee 
emerged from a closed hear 
. ing yesterday • declaring he 
could foresee only an “end- 
leas .stalemate” in South Viet 
Nam unless the Vietnamese 
find themselves a stable gov- 
ernment. 

; “Up to now we have been 
losing ground instead of gain- 
ing it. The miracle to me - is 
■that they can carry on' the 
'war as well as they have 
with the changing-chair gov- 
ernment that they have had," 
Russell declared after hear- 
ing secret testimony from 
John A, McCone, director of 
the Central Intelligence 
; Agency. ' 

f But neither Russell, nor 
;any of the other Capitol Hill 
headers, were leading the way 
yesterday to any change in 
U..S, policy towards South 
■Viet-Nam. / 

Russell, who in a New Year’s 
, Eve interview had warned that 
the time had about arrived 
; for a re-evaluation of U.S. pol- 
icy, said in another interview 
with .United Press Interna- 
tional last weekend that he 
' was not trying to rewrite Ad- 
ministration policy, but was 
just looking into the military 
aspects of the Vietnamese situ- 
ation. 

Confronted With Option 

President Johnson is known 
to have confronted an unhappy 
Russell with the option of 
having the United' States pull 
out of South Viet-Nam alto- 
gether. Russell reportedly ac- 
knowledged to the President 
that this would be no solution 
cither,^...;. 


Chairman J. W, : Fulbright! 
(D-Ark.) of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee also is 
known to have grave mlsgiv-! 
ings about the U.S, involve- j 
ment in South Viet-Nam. 

But his Committee report- 
edly is d i v i d e d between 
“hawks,” who want to see the 
United States step up its ef- 
fort by attacking Communist 
North Viet-Nam, and “doves,” 
who want to explore the pos- 
sibility of negotiating a neu- 
tral Viet-Nam with the Com- 
munists. 

Fulbrfght's Committee 
heard testimony .from Secre- 
tary of State Dean Rusk last 
week and has scheduled an- 
other closed hearing with him 
Friday. 

Others Keep in Touch 

Chairman L. Mendel Rivers 
(D-S.C.) of the House Armed 
Services Committee lias joined 
in the great congressional con- 
cern about South , Viet-Nam 
but has given no indication 
what he or his Committee in- 
tends to do about It,- 

Chairman John Stennis (D- 
Miss.) of the Senate Prepared- 
ness Subcommittee said his 
group last held hearings on 
South Viet-Nam in September, 
has been “keeping in touch” 
c 5 rice, but has yet to plan be- 
yond that. - : i; 

'The, parent Senate Armed 
Services Committee is expect- 
ed to get into some aspects 
of the Vietnamese' 'situation 
v,;itl\in .a few weeks ; j when it 


summons Defense . Secretary j 
Robert S. McNamara to jus- 
tify military budget requests 
for the 1!)G6 fiscal year. 

On a CBS News Viet-Nam, 
report telecast over Station 
WTOP last night, Sen. Wayne- , 
Morse (D-Ore.) again urged! 
that tlic ; United States to pass' ' 
its Viet-Nam headache to the 
United Nations. j 

But Morse’s was a lone cry. 

Essentially, the Congress,; 
fresh with ideas on other sub-, 
jects in its new session, was 
Showing that it is just as baf- 
fled and frustrated over what 
the United States should do in 
SOuth Viet-Nam as the Ad: 
ministration is. 

Meanwhile,, the State Do- 
partriient said that discussions 
will be resumed with South 
Viet-Nam government on ad- 
ditional U.S. assistance to cope 
with the Communist threat to 
that country. 

The announcement ended a 
three-weelc freeze in discus- 
sions of additional support, 
although regular U.S. eco- 
nomic and military support 
had never been interrupted. 

The announcement, made 
yesterday by Press Officer 
Robert J. MeCloskey, stemmed 
from a .weekend accord in 
which . top Vi^liiamese . mill 
.tary apd,; Civilian leaders 
reached" a' compromise, reaf- 
firming .the military decision 
to- leave affairs of state in the 
hands lof a , civilian govern-, 
.ment, Vv "... ..i.'U 
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